charm and drop out of fashion and out of existence; that the false
promises, when broken, will pass through cynical derision into
oblivion; and that after this sifting process the sound ideas, being
indestructible (for even if suppressed or forgotten they are redis-
covered again and again) will survive and be added to the body
of ascertained knowledge we call Science. In this way we acquire
a well tested stock of ideas to furnish our minds, such furnish-
ing being education proper as distinguished from the pseudo-
education of the schools and universities.
Unfortunately there is a snag in this simple scheme. It forgets
the prudent old precept, "Dont throw out your dirty water until
you get in your clean" which is the very devil^ unless completed
by "This also I say unto you, that when you get your fresh water
you must throw out the dirty, and be particularly careful not to
let the two get mixed."
Now this is just what we never do. We persist in pouring the
clean water into the dirty; and our minds are always muddled in
consequence. The educated human of today has a mind which
can be compared only to a store in which the very latest and most
precious acquisitions are flung on top of a noisome heap of rag-
and-bottle refuse and worthless antiquities from the museum lum-
ber room. The store is always bankrupt; and the men in posses-
sion include William the Conqueror and Henry the Seventh,
Moses and Jesus, St Augustine and Sir Isaac Newton, Calvin
and Wesley, Queen Victoria and H. G. Wells; whilst among
the distraining creditors are Karl Marx, Einstein, and dozens of
people more or less like Stuart Mill and myself. No mind can
operate reasonably in such a mess. And as our current schooling
and colleging and graduating consists in reproducing this mess
in the minds of every fresh generation of children, we are pro-
voking revolutionary emergencies in which Arsons muddled by
university degrees will have to be politically disfranchised and
disqualified as, in efFeci^certified lunatics, and the direction of
affairs given over to the self-educated and the simpletons.
The most conspicuous example of this insane practice of con-
tinually taking in new ideas without ever clearing out the ideas